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Summary
This document sets out the requirements on screening projects for Environmental Impact
Assessment in line with Directive 2011/92/EU as amended by 2014/52/EU.

Application by Overseeing Organisations
Any specific requirements for Overseeing Organisations alternative or supplementary to those given in this document
are given in National Application Annexes to this document.

Feedback and Enquiries

Users of this document are encouraged to raise any enquiries and/or provide feedback on the content and usage
of this document to the dedicated Highways England team. The email address for all enquiries and feedback is:
Standards_Enquiries@highwaysengland.co.uk

This is a controlled document.
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Release notes

Release notes
Version Date Details of amendments
0 Jul 2019 LA 102 replaces HD 47/08, IAN 126/15 and IAN 133/10. The full document has

been re-written to make it compliant with the new Highways England drafting
rules.
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Foreword

Publishing information
This document is published by Highways England.

This document supersedes previous screening advice contained in Volume 11 Section 2, Part 3 (HD
47/08) of the DMRB, IAN 126/15 (Environmental Assessment Screening and Determination) and IAN
133/10 (Environmental Assessment and the Planning Act 2008) and makes provision for requirements
outlined within Directive 2011/92/EU as amended by 2014/52/EU [Ref 3.N].

This document contains clear reference to other volumes, sections and parts of the DMRB that will aid
the delivery of proportionate environmental assessment.
Contractual and legal considerations

This document forms part of the works specification. It does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract. Users are responsible for applying all appropriate documents applicable to
their contract.
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Introduction

Background

Screening determines if a project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and publication
of an environmental statement (ES) in line with the requirements of the Directive 2011/92/EU as
amended by 2014/52/EU [Ref 3.N] (hereafter referred to as the EIA Directive).

Assumptions made in the preparation of this document

The assumptions made in GG 101 [Ref 5.N] apply to this document.
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Abbreviations

Abbreviations

Abbreviation

Definition

EIA

Environmental Impact Assessment

ES

Environmental Statement
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Terms and definitions

Terms and definitions

Term

Definition

Annex | project

Projects listed within Annex | of the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N].

Annex Il project

Projects listed within Annex Il of the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N].

Authorities likely to be concerned by a
project

Authorities or organisations (statutory or non-statutory) that
have environmental responsibilities or local and regional
competences (as defined by the relevant consenting
regime).

Competent authority

An authority that is legally responsible for discharging the
requirements of the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N] via the
development consenting process.

Environmental assessment

A process by which information about environmental effects
is collected, assessed and used to inform decision-making.

NOTE: This includes Environmental Impact Assessment
and non-statutory environmental assessment.

Environmental Impact Assessment

Statutory process consisting of:

1) preparation of an Environmental Statement;
2) consultation;

3) examination by the competent authority of the
information contained within the Environmental
Statement; and

4) the reasoned (justified or evidenced) conclusion by the
competent authority on the significant effects of the
project on the environment; and

5) the reasoned (justified or evidenced) decision by the
competent authority to grant or refuse development
consent.

1. preparation of an Environmental Statement;

2. consultation;

3. examination by the competent authority of the
information contained within the Environmental Statement;
and

4. the reasoned (justified or evidenced) conclusion by the
competent authority on the significant effects of the project
on the environment; and

5. the reasoned (justified or evidenced) decision by the
competent authority to grant or refuse development
consent.
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Terms and definitions (continued)

Environmental statement

The information to be provided by the developer to include
at least:

1) a description of the project;

2) a description of the likely significant effects of the
project on the environment;

3) a description of the features of the project and/or
measures envisaged in order to avoid, prevent or
reduce and, if possible, offset likely significant adverse
effects on the environment;

4) a description of the reasonable alternatives;
5) a non-technical summary; and

6) any additional information relevant to the characteristics
of a project.

1. a description of the project;

2. a description of the likely significant effects of the project
on the environment;

3. a description of the features of the project and/or
measures envisaged in order to avoid, prevent or reduce
and, if possible, offset likely significant adverse effects on
the environment;

4. a description of the reasonable alternatives;

5. a non-technical summary; and

6. any additional information relevant to the characteristics
of a project.

Maintenance

Activities which do not change the nature of the asset.

Monitoring

Assessment of the performance of the project, including
mitigation measures.

NOTE This determines if effects occur as predicted or if
operations remain within acceptable limits, and if mitigation
measures are as effective as predicted.
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Terms and definitions (continued)

Non-statutory environmental
assessment

Process consisting of:

1) preparation of an environmental assessment report;

2) examination by the Overseeing Organisation of the
information contained within that report; and

3) the reasoned (justified or evidenced) decision by the
Overseeing Organisation to proceed (or not) with the
project.

1. preparation of an environmental assessment report;
2. examination by the Overseeing Organisation of the
information contained within that report; and

3. the reasoned (justified or evidenced) decision by the
Overseeing Organisation to proceed (or not) with the
project.1. preparation of an environmental assessment
report;

2. examination by the Overseeing Organisation of the
information contained within that report; and

3. the reasoned (justified or evidenced) decision by the
Overseeing Organisation to proceed (or not) with the
project.

Preferred option

The chosen design option that most successfully achieves
the project objectives and becomes subject to further
design and assessment.

Construction works, installations, schemes, or interventions

Project (in the natural surroundings and landscape) including those
involving the extraction of mineral resources.
The identification of likely significant effects on the
Screening environment and consequential need for an Environmental

Impact Assessment.

Screening request

Application by the developer for a screening opinion from
the competent authority (or Overseeing Organisation).

Screening opinion

A written statement by the competent authority as to
whether a project requires EIA.
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1.

11

NOTE 1

NOTE 2

1.2

1.3

Scope

Aspects covered

The requirements and procedures set out in this document must be followed for screening a project
and to determine whether it requires an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and publication of an
environmental statement (ES) in line with the requirements of the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N].

This document does not cover screening projects under the Habitats Directive [Ref 1.N] see DMRB
Volume 11, Section 4 HD 44 09 [Ref 1.1].

This document does not cover screening projects under the Environmental Assessment of Plans and
Programmes Directive [Ref 2.N].
Implementation

This document shall be implemented forthwith on all projects on the Overseeing Organisations'
motorway and all-purpose trunk roads according to the implementation requirements of GG 101 [Ref
5.N].

Use of GG 101

The requirements contained in GG 101 [Ref 5.N] shall be followed in respect of activities covered by
this document.
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2.

21

NOTE

2.2

2.2.1

2.3
2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

271

Principles and purpose of screening

Annex | projects

Where a project meets the criteria in Annex | of the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N], as reproduced in Table 2.1,
an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) must be undertaken.

Table 2.1 Extract from Annex | of the EIA Directive (Ref 3.N) to identify projects that require a
mandatory EIA

Extract from the EIA

Project type
Directive J P

b) Construction of motorways and express roads.

NOTE Express road is defined as a road which complies with the
definition in the European Agreement on Main International Traffic
Arteries of 15 November 1975 [Ref 4.N] "Roads reserved for
automobile traffic, accessible only from interchanges or controlled
junctions and on which, in particular, stopping and parking are
prohibited".

Annex | (7) c¢) Construction of a new road of four or more lanes, or realignment
and/or widening of an existing road of two lanes or less so as to
provide four or more lanes, where such new road, or realigned
and/or widened section of road would be 10 km or more in a
continuous length.

NOTE Point c) is interpreted to be construction of a dual
carriageway or larger road or widening of a single carriageway into
a dual carriageway or larger road.

For Annex | projects, consideration of Annex I, 1l.A and lll of the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N] is not required.

Annex Il projects

Projects that do not fall under Annex | of the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N] must be screened against Annex Il
of the EIA Directive.

Screening should be undertaken for those projects that do not fall under Annex | or Il of the EIA
Directive [Ref 3.N], where there is a potential for likely significant environmental effects arising from a
project.

Projects shall apply the specific requirements of the Overseeing Organisation.

For maintenance activities, the specific requirements of the Overseeing Organisations shall apply.

Screening Annex Il projects against Annex lll criteria

Where a project falls under Annex Il of the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N], projects must provide evidence that
the relevant selection criteria set out in Annex Il of the EIA Directive have been taken into account in
concluding whether a project is likely to have significant effects on the environment.

Where a project is likely to result in significant environmental effects an EIA must be undertaken in
accordance with the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N].

Where an Annex Il project is not likely to result in significant environmental effects, this shall be
recorded according to the specific requirements of the Overseeing Organisation.

Where a project has an absence of significant environmental effects, the environmental assessment
should provide sufficient evidence to support the decision to not undertake an EIA.

10
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2.8

2.9

For maintenance activities, the specific screening requirements of the Overseeing Organisation shall
apply.

Re-screening

Projects shall be re-screened where there are material changes:

1) in the physical characteristics and/or location of the project;
2) in the environmental assessment assumptions e.g. the construction or design year; and
3) in the level of understanding of the current state of the environment (baseline scenario).

11
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3.
3.1

NOTE

3.1.1

3.1.2

NOTE

Screening and the project lifecycle

A screening request shall be submitted to the competent authority as soon as the information required
in Annex Il.A of the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N] can be compiled with sufficient evidence to support a
screening opinion.

Sufficient evidence to support a screening opinion can typically be gathered once a project has
identified the preferred option and, there is a level of certainty regarding a projects characteristics,
location and environmental baseline to determine likely significant environmental effects.

Where sufficient information exists to make a judgement on likely significant environmental effects
towards the conclusion of options selection stage, a screening request may be submitted.

When compiling a screening request, the principles of environmental assessment in LA 101 [Ref 2.1]
Introduction to environmental assessment should apply and include a level of work sufficient to support
the screening conclusions.

A level of uncertainty in the screening conclusions can be included and accepted so long as they can
be reasonably justified.

12
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4. Screening and consultation

4.1 All relevant authorities affected by a project shall be identified and engaged where this would support
the screening conclusions.

NOTE 1 There are no mandatory requirements under the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N] to undertake consultation in
respect to reaching screening conclusions (project teams) or making a screening opinion (competent
authority).

NOTE 2 Engagement with the relevant authorities affected by a project can assist in understanding the
environmental (and wider) risks associated with a project.

13
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5.

51

5.2

5.3

54

54.1

54.2

54.3

55

5.6

5.7

5.8

581

5.8.2

NOTE

Reporting

Annex | projects

Where a project falls under Annex | of the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N], a record of the decision must be
made supported by sufficient evidence.

Projects shall apply the specific requirements of the Overseeing Organisation, in recording evidence of
decisions.
Annex Il projects

Where a project falls under Annex Il of the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N], projects shall submit a screening
request to the competent authority providing the information required by Annex II.A of the Directive.

Screening requests must describe the elements of projects, and/or any mitigation measures and
monitoring envisaged to avoid, prevent, reduce and, if possible, offset significant adverse effects on the
environment, in accordance with the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N].

Screening requests should only include those elements and/or mitigation measures, where there is
evidence that:

1) they are technically achievable and will deliver the desired outcome;
2) they are deliverable in terms of project budgets; and
3) there is a relevant legal route to support their delivery.

The level of information reported against the items in Annex Il.A should be proportionate to the scale or
complexity of project being screened.

Professional judgement should be exercised when deciding the level of effort and environmental
assessment necessary to support the screening conclusions.

Projects shall apply the specific environmental assessment reporting requirements of the Overseeing
Organisation.

Where a project does not fall under Annex Il of the EIA Directive [Ref 3.N] a record of the decision shall
be made with sufficient evidence.
Publishing the screening opinion

The screening opinion must be published by the competent authority in accordance with the EIA
Directive [Ref 3.N].

Liaison with the Overseeing Organisation shall be established to ensure the screening opinion is
published in a timely manner.

Where there is potential for a challenge to be made following the publication of a screening opinion,
projects should identify whether a 'standstill period' is required.

When deciding whether a 'standstill period' is appropriate, the following issues should be identified:

1) the degree of confidence that the screening opinion has been based on appropriate information and
sound judgement; and
2) any knowledge about any potential risk of judicial challenge.

There is no requirement for a 'standstill period' following publication of a negative screening opinion
and the start of construction.

14
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6.

Normative References

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normative references for this document and are
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated
references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

Ref 1.N

'‘Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna
and flora'

Ref 2.N

'Directive 2001/42/EC(d) of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment'

Ref 3.N

'Directive 2014/52/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 April 2014
amending Directive 2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain public
and private projects on the environment Text with EEA relevance, Official Journal L
124, 25/04/2014."

Ref 4.N

‘European Agreement on main international traffic arteries (AGR) (with annexes and
list of roads), Geneva, 15 November 1975,United Nations Treaty Series, vol. 1556,
No. 2168

Ref 5.N

Highways England. GG 101, 'Introduction to the Design Manual for Roads and
Bridges'

15
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7.

Informative References

The following documents are informative references for this document and provide supporting

information.
Ref 1.1 Highways England. HD 44, 'Assessment of Implications (of Highways and/or Roads
Projects) on European Sites (Including Appropriate Assessment)', 09
Ref 2.1 Highways England. LA 101, 'Introduction to environmental assessment'

16
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Summary

This National Application Annex sets out the Highways England specific requirements on
screening projects for Environmental Impact Assessment in line with Directive 2011/92/EU as
amended by 2014/52/EU.

Feedback and Enquiries

Users of this document are encouraged to raise any enquiries and/or provide feedback on the content and usage
of this document to the dedicated Highways England team. The email address for all enquiries and feedback is:
Standards_Enquiries@highwaysengland.co.uk

This is a controlled document.
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Release notes
Version Date Details of amendments
0 Jul 2019 Highways England National Application Annex to LA 102.
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Foreword

Publishing information
This document is published by Highways England.

Contractual and legal considerations

This document forms part of the works specification. It does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract. Users are responsible for applying all appropriate documents applicable to
their contract.
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Introduction

Background

This National Application Annex defines the Highways England specific requirements for screening
related to the application of the Directive 2011/92/EU as amended by 2014/52/EU [Ref 1.N] (hereafter
referred to as the EIA Directive).

Assumptions made in the preparation of this document

The assumptions made in GG 101 [Ref 4.N] apply to this document.
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Abbreviations

Abbreviations

Abbreviations

Abbreviation Definition

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment

ES Environmental statement

IP EIA Infrastructure Planning EIA

NSIP Nationally significant infrastructure project
PINS Planning Inspectorate




Downloaded from https://www.standardsforhighways.co.uk on 04-Jul-2025, LA 102, published: Jul-2019

LA 102 Revision 0

Terms and definitions

Terms and definitions

Terms and definitions

Term Definition
A highway-related development meeting the size and speed thresholds
defined in section 22 of the Planning Act 2008 (as amended) [Ref 5.N].
Alteration

NOTE: Alteration is not applicable to the Highways Act 1980 (as amended)
Act CHAPTER 66 [Ref 2.N].

Construction

A highway-related development:

1) Planning Act 2008 (as amended) - meeting the size and speed
thresholds defined in section 22 of the Planning Act 2008 (as amended)
[Ref 5.NJ; or

2) Highways Act 1980 (as amended) - is defined within Part IIl of the
Highways Act 1980 (as amended) Act CHAPTER 66 [Ref 2.N].

Improvement

A highway-related development:

1) Planning Act 2008 (as amended) - likely to have a significant effect on
the environment as defined in section 22 of the Planning Act 2008 (as
amended) [Ref 5.N]; or

2) Highways Act 1980 (as amended) - meeting the criteria defined in
section 62 of the Highways Act 1980 (as amended) Act CHAPTER 66
[Ref 2.N] and not likely to have a significant effect on the environment.

Nationally significant
infrastructure project

A highway-related development as defined within Part 11l of the Planning
Act 2008 (as amended) [Ref 5.N] including construction, alteration and
improvement.

Planning Inspectorate

An executive agency responsible for national infrastructure planning
applications, examination of local plans and other planning-related and
specialist casework in England and Wales.

Relevant project

A project for constructing or improving a highway where:

1) the area of the completed works together with any area occupied during
the period of construction or improvement by requisite apparatus,
equipment, machinery, materials, plant, spoil heaps or other such
facilities exceeds 1 hectare; or

2) where any such area is situated in whole or in part in a sensitive area.

NOTE: definition from Section 105 of the Highways Act 1980 (as amended)
Act CHAPTER 66 [Ref 2.N].
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Terms and definitions (continued)

Term

Definition

Sensitive area

Areas as defined within Section 105A of the Highways Act 1980 (as
amended) Act CHAPTER 66 [Ref 2.N].

NOTE: Generally taken to include:

1) Sites of special scientific interest (SSSI);

2) any land adjacent to such an area that is notified to the local planning
authority in accordance with [England legislation];

3) National parks;

4) Areas of outstanding natural beauty (AONB);
5) The broads;

6) World heritage sites;

7) Scheduled monuments; and

8) European sites (Natura 2000 sites).
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E/1.

Highways Act 1980 (as amended)

Principles and purpose of screening

E/1.1 Projects shall follow the procedure outlined in Figure E/1, when screening projects for EIA under the
Highways Act 1980 (as amended) Act CHAPTER 66 [Ref 2.N].
Figure E/1.1 EIA Screening for Highways Act 1980 (as amended) projects
Construction Maintenance Improvement
| (et | | o |
I v vV I
1 I
1 Does the project Does the project I
i meet the thresholds meet the thresholds |
1 within Annex | of the within Annex | of the i
i ElA Directive’ ElA Directive’ i
1 I
: Hix Ho Yes :
1 4’ l |
1 |
| | ElAmandatory and s El#not mandatary Is the praject an I
e B B e B P fmeidene ] 8
: . . roject
: decizion project? Record decizion. prel :
] ] ]
1 ez 1
] ]
1 ‘L ]
I The competent authority Iz the project likely to hawe 1
1 determines whether the project is significant enviranmertal 1
] likely to have significant effects based on the criteria ]
1 environmental effects based on the set aut in Fonex 11 of the ElA ]
[ ] crteria =&t aut in Annex 1l of the Diractive? [ ]
1 ElA Directive 1 1
1 Mo ez 1
i i 1
i 1
i 1
i 1
: A 4 A 4 A 4 . 49
: Elfis required - ElAis not required - Proceed under Planning Aot :
) publish the competent publish the competent 2002 {3z amended). [See :
i authorty's sereening decision. authority's screening decision Figure Ef) :
1 i
i i
: [ ———— :
: W k4 1 v i
] | i
i Produce an Enwironmenital 1 Produce a non-statutory i
: Statement 1 ervironmertal assessment :
i ! i
: | 1
: . I
i ]
L___________ Fezcreaning o -------—-!
Key
ﬁ Procedure
- } Procedural vanation used by exception
E/1.2 For the purposes of the Highways Act 1980 (as amended) Act CHAPTER 66 [Ref 2.N], the Overseeing

Organisation's nominee must act as competent authority, with specific responsibility for issuing

screening opinions.




Downloaded from https://www.standardsforhighways.co.uk on 04-Jul-2025, LA 102, published: Jul-2019

LA 102 Revision 0 E/1. Highways Act 1980 (as amended)

E/1.3

E/1.4

NOTE 1
NOTE 2

E/1.5

E/1.5.1

E/1.6

E/1.6.1

E/1.6.2

E/1.7

'Relevant projects' which do not fall under Annex | of the EIA Directive [Ref 1.N] must be subject to
screening under Annex Il of that Directive.

Maintenance shall be excluded from the consideration of 'relevant projects', where there is evidence
that they meet the definition of maintenance within this document.

Maintenance is considered unlikely to generate potential significant environmental effects.

Best practice and legal compliance requirements for maintenance beyond those associated with
environmental assessment can be reported in an environmental management plan.

Maintenance which involves elements of construction or improvement must adhere to the requirements
for screening 'relevant projects' in accordance with the EIA Directive [Ref 1.N].

Where there is uncertainty around the potential for significant environmental effects projects should be
subject to screening.

A project must be screened as a 'relevant project’ if the area of completed works and the area occupied
during construction or improvement is >1ha and/or it is either within or adjacent to a 'sensitive area’ in
accordance with the Highways Act 1980 (as amended) Act CHAPTER 66 [Ref 2.N].

Screening should evidence how temporary traffic management has been incorporated into the
calculation of the area occupied during construction or improvement.

The proportion of traffic management occupied by 'requisite apparatus, equipment, machinery,
materials, plant, spoil heaps or other such facilities' during construction should be taken into account
when calculating the 1ha area.

Reporting

Where a project falls under Annex Il of the EIA Directive [Ref 1.N] and is a 'relevant project’, the
competent authorities screening decision must be published in accordance with Section 105 of the
Highways Act 1980 (as amended) Act CHAPTER 66 [Ref 2.N].
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E/2. Planning Act 2008 (as amended)

Principles and purpose of screening

E/2.1 Nationally significant infrastructure projects (NSIPs) shall follow the procedure outlined in Figure E/2.1,
when screening projects for EIA under the Infrastructure Planning EIA Regulations 2017 [Ref 3.N]
(hereafter referred to as the IP EIA Regulations).

Figure E/2.1 EIA Screening Planning Act 2008 (as amended) projects
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